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NOTES AND NEWS 



At the meeting on March 7 of the Aristotelian Society Mr. G. Dawes 
Hicks read a paper on " Mr. G. E. Moore on the Subject Matter of Psy- 
chology." " The problem presented by Mr. Moore is that of determining 
which among the contents of the universe are mental, and how they are 
distinguished from those which are non-mental. His conclusion is that 
particular qualities of acts of consciousness, and any collection of such 
acts which have some sort of unity, are undoubtedly mental entities; 
whilst it is doubtful whether the entity (if there be such) which sees and 
feels and thinks is mental, doubtful also whether sense-data are mental, 
and doubtful whether there is any entity of the kind signified by the 
phrase ' content of an act of consciousness,' although, if there be, it 
would undoubtedly be a mental entity. Against this it was urged (1) 
that an individual mind or subject, which is rather than has its states, 
and is not a mere aggregate of them, is mental in a more primary sense 
than the entities Mr. Moore finds to be undoubtedly mental; (2) that the 
threefold distinction between act, content, and object is justifiable, and 
that the content is not rightly described as mental ; (3) that it is possible 
to define more precisely what is meant by ' an act of consciousness ' ; and 
(4) that psychology can not legitimately be restricted as regards its 
subject-matter to what is mental or psychical." — The Athenaeum, , March 19. 



